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Ghana ThinkTank was formed in 2006 by John Ewing, Matey Odonkor and Christopher

Robbins. Carmen Montoya joined the project in 2009. The larger Ghana ThinkTank network spans 4 continents and has
included a diverse array of individuals, such as:

- an artist collective in Iran

- a group of teachers in Mexico

- a team of disabled bike mechanics in Ghana

- a rural community radio station collective in El Salvador

- a group of incarcerated teenage girls in Boston, MA

- homes for deported Immigrants in Tijuana

- and groups in Cuba, the Gaza Strip and Serbia.

Additionally each iteration of the project involves dozens of volunteers in the cities where we exhibit and collaborations with
local arts and non-profit organizations.

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

2015 Freedom Lies. The Collection Museum, Lincolnshire, UK. October 24, 2015 - February 14, 2016.
(curated by Ashley Gallant)

2015 Human Futures. Foundation for Art and Creative Technology (FACT). Liverpool, UK. November 2015.
(curated by Mike Stubbs)

2015 Connecting Cities: In/ Visibility. Urbane Kinste Ruhr, Hagen, Germany. October 17-21, 2015.
(curated by Susa Pop)

2015 Connecting Cities: In/ Visibility. Museum of Contemporary Art, Zagreb, Croatia. October 8-12, 2015.
(curated by Darko Fritz)

2015 Global Imaginations. Museum Lakenhal, Leiden, Netherlands. June 26- October 4, 2015.
(Curated by Meta Knol and Manon Braat)

2015 Acting on Dreams. Franklin StreetWorks, Stamford, Connecticut. June 13 — August 23.
(curated by Yaelle S. Amir)

2015 Recall: Art in Odd Places, Idea City, New Museum, New York. May 28-30.
(curated by Kendal Henry and Sara Reisman)

2015 Fusebox Festival, Austin, TX, April 1-13. (curated by Ron Berry and Carlin)

2015 I Serve Art. Richard & Dolly Maass Gallery, SUNY Purchase College. February 17-March 27, 2015.
(curated by Sara Reisman)

2014 Museum Arte Util. Van Abbe Museum, Eindhoven, Netherlands. July 12, 2013- March 3, 2014.
(curated by Tania Bruguera)

2013 Spontaneous Interventions: Design Actions for the Common Good. Chicago Cultural Center, Chicago, IL.
May 24-September 1, 2013. (curated by Cathy Lang Ho)

2013 Between Bodies. USC Roski School of Fine Arts, Los Angeles, CA. April 20-May 11, 20183.
(curated by Jacqueline Bell)

2012 Spontaneous Interventions: Design Actions for the Common Good. Official US Presentation, 13th

International Venice Biennale of Architecture, Venice, Italy. August 29-November 25, 2012.
(curated by Cathy Lang Ho for Institute for Urban Design)

2012 The Ripple Effect: Currents of Socially Engaged Art. Art Museum of the Americas, Washington, DC.
October 25-January 13, 2013. (curated by Raquel de Anda)

2012 The Protest that Never Ends. Artisterium 5th International Contemporary Art Exhibition, Tblisi, Georgia.
October 5-15, 2012. (curated by Lydia Matthews)

2012 Imagining America, Tisch School Of The Arts, New York, October 4th - 7th 2012.
(curated by Kanene Holder, Elizabeth Hamby, and Hatuey Ramos-Fermin)

2012 Art in Odd Places, New York, NY. October 5-15, 2012.

2012 Conflux Festival. New York, NY. October 20-21, 2012.

2012 Bushwick Blackout. The Shirey, Brooklyn, NY. August 31-September 30, 2012. (curated by Rachel Fainter)

2012 Art and Social Activism. chashama Long Island City. August 1-25, 2012. (curated by Nick Cohn)

2012 Hong Kong & Shenzen bi-city biennale, Shenzen, China. December 8, 2011 - February 18, 2012.

(curated by Terence Riley, former chief curator of architecture and design at the Museum of Modern Art)
2012 The Global Contemporary: Art Worlds After 1989. ZKM | Museum of Contemporary Art, Karlsruhe, Germany.
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(curated by Andrea Buddensieg and Peter Weibel )

2011 Creative Time presents Ghana Think Tank, New Museum Festival of Ideas for the New City, May 4-8, 2011.
(curated by Nato Thompson)

2011 Double Take Triple Give. MoBY (Museums of Bat Yam), Israel. January-March 2011. (curated by Chen Tamir)

2010 Exhibition of Finalists. Cambridge Arts Council Public Art Award 2010, Cambridge, MA.

2009 The National Museum of Wales, Cardiff, Wales. October 23-24, 2009.

2009 Ffotogallery, Cardiff, Wales. October 23 - December 5, 2009.

2009 RISD New England Alumni Biennial 2009, Arsenal Center for the Arts, Watertown, Massachusetts.

2009 Climate for Change. FACT, Foundation for Arts and Creative Technology, Liverpool, UK.
March 13-May 31, 2009. (curated by Heather Corcoran)

2008 Optimism. Westport Art Center, Westport, Connecticut. (curated by Michael Connor)

2008 Art in the Public Sphere: Singular Works, Plural Possibilities. UMass Amherst Fine Arts Center.

GRANTS & AWARDS

2015 SUNY Arts And Humanities Network of Excellence: “Using Architecture to Transform
Abandoned Buildings and Stimulate Dialogue.”

2014 Kindle Project, May 2014, Ghana ThinkTank

2013 Creative Capital Grant in Emerging Fields, Ghana ThinkTank

2012 SMARTpower - US State Department and The Bronx Museum of the Arts, Ghana ThinkTank

2012 New York State Council on the Arts, NYFA Strategic Opportunity Stipend

2011 CEC Arts Link award, 2011, Ghana Think Tank.

2011 Puffin Foundation, 2011 Grant Recipient, Ghana Think Tank.

2011 Black Rock Arts Foundation, 2011 Grant Recipient, Ghana Think Tank.

010 Frieze Foundation Cartier Award Finalist, for The Ghana Think Tank.

2010 Ghana Think Tank awarded Creative Time / Queens Museum of Art Public At Commission

SELECTED PRESS (PRINT)

2015 Smallenburg, Sandra. “Monument voor tolerantie/ Monument to Tolerance.” NRC Handelsblad

(Dutch Newspaper), July 16, 2015. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.nrc.nl/handelsblad/van/2015/juli/16/monument-voor-tolerantie-1516870.

2015 Bassi, Paesi. “Visioni Globali, Celebrazioni Locali.” East Magazine (ltalian News Magazine), July 4, 2015.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.eastonline.eu/it/cultura/arte-e-architettura/visioni-globali-celebrazioni-

locali-i-paesi-bassi-chiamano-a-festeggiare-la-prima-universita-olandese-di-leiden

2015 De Vries, Marina. “Leiden Opent Deur Naar Wereldkunst/ Leiden opens door to World Art".

Museum Tijdschrift/ Museum Magazine, July 3 2015. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://museumtijdschrift.nl/museumtijdschrift-blog/leiden-opent-deur-naar-wereldkunst/

2015 Botje, Harm Ede and Donkers, Sander. ‘Derde wereld' adviseert de ‘eerste.’ Waarom de ‘Anne Frank
Moskee' er toch niet kwam/ ‘Third World' advises the ‘First.” Why the ‘Anne Frank Mosque' never came to
be.” Vrij Nederlands (Dutch Weekly News Magazine), June 26, 2015. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.elinea.nl/artikel/waarom-de-anne-frank-moskee-er-toch-niet-kwam-

2015 Schenk, Martijn. “Ghana denktank op zoek naar Leidse problemen/ Ghana ThinkTank wants Leiden’s
problems”. Noordhollands Dagblad (Dutch Newspaper), Jan 9, 2015. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.noordhollandsdagblad.nl/incoming/article27280111.ece

2014 Lerner, Ruby. “Policy, Prisons, and Pranks: Artists Collide with the World." Grantmakers in the Arts Reader
25, No 1 (2014). Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.giarts.org/article/policy-prisons-and-pranks-artists-collide-world

2014 Thomasson, Cornelia. “De later varlden l6sa svenska problem/ They let the world solve Sweden's problems.”
Dagens Nyheter (Swedish Newspaper), November 13, 2014. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.dn.se/kultur-noje/de-later-varlden-losa-svenska-problem/

2014 Edlinger, Thomas. “Die Kunst der Infiltration/ The Art of Infiltration.” Wina Magazine, July 27, 2014.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.wina-magazin.at/?p=8788
2014 Time Out Tel Aviv, May 26, 2014

2013 Stojaspal, Jan. “How to Fix Everything.” The Intelligent Optimist, September/ October, 2013.
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Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.theoptimist.com/fix-everything/

Solondz, Simone. “Cross-Cultural Think Tank.” RISDNews, June 6, 2013. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.risd.edu/about/news/2013/cross-cultural-think-tank/?dept=4294967928

O’Sullivan, Michael. “Artists go beyond the gallery walls.” The Washington Post, November 2, 2012.
“Residents team up for a public project.” Queens Chronicle, August 12, 2010.

Kaufman, Joanne. “Judgment Day in Queens, Five Artists Present Ideas for the Borough's

Next Public Project.” Wall Street Journal, July 31, 2010. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052748703578104575397292614241532

Edmon, Jacob. “The borderline poetics of Tze Ming Mok."” New Zealand Journal of Asian Studies 10,1
(June 2008): 108-133.

Cook, Greg. “Next/Now."” The Providence Phoenix, May 23, 2007. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://thephoenix.com/printerfriendlyB.aspx?id=40393

Coddington, Mark. “Annual Art Harvest a cross-cultural artistic experience.” The Grand Island Independent,
October 26, 2007. Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.theindependent.com/news/annual-art-harvest-a-

cross-cultural-artistic-experience/article_f5397270-23e6-58fb-a250-92ee33f73779.html

2007
2007
2007
2001

“Newly sited.” RISDviews, Spring 2007.

“944's Mild Obsessions.” 944 Magazine, April 2007.

“Arvore de Contraplacando.” DIFMag, April 2007.

Mellen, Kim. “SXSW Web Awards: The Annotated List.” The Austin Chronicle, March 16, 2001.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.austinchronicle.com/screens/2001-03-16/sxsw-web-awards/

SELECTED PRESS (ONLINE)

2015

2015

2015

Segal, Corinne. “When street signs tell you to walk, yield and stop racism.” PBS NEWSHOUR, September
10, 2015. Accessed September 15, 2015. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/art/photos-street-signs-stop-racism/
Voon, Claire. “#BlackLivesMatter Street Signs Coming to New York This Fall.” HYPERALLERGIC,

August 31, 2015. Accessed September 15, 2015.
http://hyperallergic.com/229443/blacklivesmatter-street-signs-coming-to-new-york-this-fall/

“Des panneaux de signalisation contre le racisme rappellent a I'ordre dans

les rues new-yorkaises/ Signs against racism in New York”. SudInfo.be (Belgian news site),

September 7, 2015. Accessed September 15, 2015. http://www.sudinfo.be/1370579/article/2015-09-07/

des-panneaux-de-signalisation-contre-le-racisme-rappellent-a-l-ordre-dans-les-ru

2015

2015

2015

2015

2015

2015

aardbol.html
2014

2014

2014

2014

Cascone, Sarah. “Bold ‘Black Lives Matter’ Street Signs Are Coming to New York City.” ArtNet News,
August 12, 2015. Accessed August 15, 2015.
https://news.artnet.com/art-world/black-lives-matter-street-signs-new-york-324229

Dunne, Carey. “‘Black Lives Matter’ Street Signs Coming to NYC." Brooklyn Magazine, August 10. Accessed
August 15, 2015. http://www.bkmag.com/2015/08/10/black-lives-matter-street-signs-coming-to-nyc/

Ober, Cara. “How to Make Better Art.” Bmore Art, August 19, 2015. Accessed August 15, 2015.
http://bmoreart.com/2015/08/how-to-make-better-art.html

Dijksterhuis, Edo. “Turning the Tables on Global Self-Evidence.” ARTslant Worldwide, July 20, 2015.
Accessed August 15, 2015. http://www.artslant.com/ew/articles/show/43540

“Lustrumexpositie Global Imaginations ontregelt en verbindt/ Anniversary Exhibition Global Imaginations
disrupts and links.” Univeristy of Leiden, June 25, 2015. Accessed August 15, 2015.
http://www.nieuws.leidenuniv.nl/nieuws-2015/internationale-lustrumexpositie-global-imaginations-van-start.html
“Impressies van een tumultueuze aardbol/ Impressions of a Tumultuous Globe". Leidsch.nu, June 25, 2015.
Accessed August 15, 2015. http://www.leidsch.nu/nieuws/cultuur/8415,impressies-van-een-tumultueuze-

Kirk, Jay. “Act Il: Misguided Machines.” The Pew Center for Arts and Heritage, July 3, 2014,

Accessed August 15, 2015. http://www.pcah.us/posts/187_act_ii_misguided_machines_by_jay_kirk
Perlson, Hili. “Suddenly Next Summit.” ARTFORUM Diary, November 23, 2014. Accessed August 15, 2015.
http://artforum.com/diary/id=49289

Hunt, Ashley. “Hopscotching, Traipsing and Waving in Passing: The Weak Ties of the Networked Art World
and the Loss of Criteria.” Review of Your Everyday Art World, by Lane Relyea. X-TRA Contemporary Art
Journal, Summer 2014. Accessed August 15, 2015. http://x-traonline.org/article/hopscotching/

Eifler, Emily. “Your ‘Art Assignment,’ Should You Choose to Accept it.” KQED Arts, February 25, 2014.
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Accessed August 15, 2015.
http://ww2.kged.org/arts/2014/02/25/your_art_assignment_should_you_choose_to_accept_it/

2014 Matthews, Kate. “New Web Series Will Challenge Your Narrow Definition Of Art.” The Huffington Post,
February 22, 2014. Accessed August 15, 2015.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/02/22/sarah-urist-green-art-assignment-john_n_4832949.html|

2012 Douglas, Sarah. “On New Creative Time Website, Artists Report From Around the World." The Observer,
October 10. Accessed August 1, 2015. http://observer.com/2012/10/creative-time-reports-new-website/
2012 Maurer, Daniel. “Guerilla Art Fair: Art in Odd Places Returns to 14th Street.” NYU Arthur L. Carter Journalism

Institute, September 4, 2012. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://eastvillage.thelocal.nytimes.com/2012/09/04/guerilla-art-fair-art-in-odd-places-returns-to- 14th-street/
2012 “Washington Project for the Arts and Art Museum of the Americas Announce The Ripple Effect:
Currents of Socially Engaged Art.” Art Week, September 1, 2012. Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.
artweek.com/art-events/washington-project-arts-and-ama-art-museum-americas-announce-ripple-effect-currents-socia
2012 Kennedy, Channing. “Kony This: ‘Ghana ThinkTank’ Turns the Tables on White Saviors.” Colorlines Magazine,
March 22, 2012. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.colorlines.com/articles/kony-ghana-thinktank-turns-tables-white-saviors

2011 Wei, Lilly. “Heading up the Biennial Department: Q+A With Terence Riley.” Art in America, December 29.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.artinamericamagazine.com/news-features/interviews/terence-riley/

2011 Boucher, Brian. “Team America: Artists As Cultural Ambassadors.” Art in America, October 18, 2011.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.artinamericamagazine.com/news-features/news/bronx-museum-smart-

power/

2011 Cembalest, Robin. “lt's Not Just a Museum, It's a Think Tank.” ARTNews, August 16, 2011.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.artnews.com/2011/08/15/its-not-just-a-museum-its-a-think-tank/

2011 You, Mi. “Shenzhen's Strada Novissima.” Stylepark, 21 December 2011. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://www.stylepark.com/en/news/shenzhens-strada-novissima/328088

2011 Lopate, Leonard. “InSite: Art + Commemoration.” The Leonard Lopate Show, WNYC.ORG, September 7,
2011. Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.wnyc.org/story/156210-insite-art-commemoration/

2011 Mallouk, Elyse and Purves, Ted. “Ghana ThinkTank, Esteemed Officer.” LandFill Archive, September, 2011.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://thelandfill.org/archive/lfq2-ghana-think-tank-esteemed-officer/

2011 Mallouk, Elyse and Purves, Ted. “Landfill at Living as Form" LandFill Archive, September, 2011.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://thelandfill.org/archive/lfq2-landfill-at-living-as-form/

2011 Hollis, Nigel. “What brands can learn from the Ghana Think Tank.” Straight Talk with Nigel Hollis, August 31,

2011. Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.millwardbrown.com/global-navigation/blogs/post/mb-
blog/2011/08/31/What-brands-can-learn-from-the-Ghana-Think-Tank.aspx
2011 Wagstaff, Keith. “Festival of Ideas Features Mobile Art Studio, Interactive Think Tank and More.”
The Utopianist, May 9, 2011. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://utopianist.com/2011/05/festival-of-ideas-features-mobile-art-studio-interactive-think-tank-and-more/

2010 Sickler, Erin. “Ghana ThinkTank.” Art21 magazine, June 6th, 2010. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://blog.art21.0rg/2010/06/06/pardon-this-brief-commercial-interruption-ghana-think-tank/#.ViOPyKlscx8
2010 Gangemi, Jeffrey. “Ghana Think Tank - Turning Aid and Innovation on their Heads."” Thinking Design, May 8,

2010. Accessed August 1, 2015.
http://gangemithinkingdesign.blogspot.com/2010/05/ghana-think-tank-turns-trickle-up.html

2009 “The inappropriate covers show.” Rhode Island State Council of the Arts (RISCA), March 26, 2009.
Accessed August 1, 2015. http://www.arts.ri.gov/blogs/index.php/?p=5056



